P -
]
oA
©
=
=
=
P
o
(%)
M
2
)
o0
—
o
)
O
S
o
—_
©
~
&
2
O
S
o
—_
©
~
o
c
>
=
c
o
(%]
IS
T
=
=2
°
c
=
S
)
T
S
©
n




Driving from the airport
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Jounie Bay

Our hotel overlooks this beautiful bay on the Mediterranean Sea.




.Uw
=
(%]
>
o}
O
4+
%]
—
=
ye]
()]
. -n
-
©
S
()
—
Q
3
©
(=
©
()
c
>
m
4+
<
(oY)
>
o
EE
4+
>
()
e
|
9
o
o
Q
o
[}
3.
c
o
+—
o
A=
=
(D)
>
o
]




The seawater pool overlooking the bay. Sam and | swam every night after coming home—around 1 or 2 am sometimes!
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Hotel lobby with teenagers ©.
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Neighborhood near the hotel.
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We saw lots of new construction in progress.
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Sign confusion.
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The neighborhoods near the hotel were organized into zones and streets had numbers, e.g., “Rue 2.”




Residence near the hotel.
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Private garder'\‘ near the-hotel.
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Wayné-and Olivia In PO stat¥faeat Jeita Grotto.




The garden at Jeita Grotto.







Sam and George j tthe concessions a
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George and Marie selecting fish for lunch at a seaside restauran







Fried fish and Syrian break Iil!e grandma used to make.
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ood was soooo00 good! And it just kept coming and coming. It was a beauti VAL










Each village is/was a settlement of 20or3 families. In Hamat, ’}he Nasrs and'/Abi-Hannas have a number of homes all together, on the same

street, right down the road from the church. Many work or worked in oth,g; cot § - Kuwait, Qa r, SW|tzerIand Australia — but this is
the home base and many of the older generation: cerrfé‘B‘éckhereto stay‘ﬁ and manyfof all genefatlons come b!ck for weeks in summer

and holidays. For the summer weddlng there were:a IdtmvHa__ t. was *sucﬁ a ‘nappy, famll\gplace
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Khaled Nasr (son of George), Olivia Karem, Michele Abi-Hanna, Fuad Nasr (son of Najeeb), Sam Hedlund (son of Nikki Naiser), George Nasr,
Nick Abi-Hanna, Marie Nasr (wife of George), Mona Abi-Hanna (wife of Sabah Abi-Hanna), Mariam Abi-Hanna (daughter of Mona and Sabah),
and Sabah Abi-Hanna.
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s died at age 102 just {Qdays before we arrive o
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Mausoleum of Uncle Najeeb Nasr (left) and great-grandparents Abe and Sadieh Nasr (right).
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Sam and Olivia at thesbigiffee outside the church in Hamat.
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Mariam Abi-Hanna looking down at the valley from the Hamat churchyard.
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The road in Hamat showing Nasr and Abi-Hannah homes.




George and Marie Nasr’s home in Hamat.
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The back yard at George and Marie’s-heuse in Hamat.




We arrived and were surprised to find SO MANY welcoming relatives. We spent hours talking under the shade trees.
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d -in-law Fawzi an
i a, Hoda’s son-in
Mona Abi-Hanna,




Sabah Abi-Hanna’s sister-in-law (Helen?) and Nikki.




Olivia (George Nasr’s sister), Olivia (Wayne Karem’s daughter), and Victoria (George Nasr’s sister).
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Back row: Marie Nasr, Lifi (Hoda Nasr’s daughter), Saba Abi-Hanna’s sister-_‘\n-IaV\\l,’Mona Abi-Hanna

Front Row: ? (George Nasr’s sister), Saidee (Michel Abi-Hanna’s wife?), Victbtia George Nasr’s sister)
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Victoria (George Nasr’s sister), Nikki, and George Nasr. Nikki is wearing the necklace with her first name in Arabic (gift from George).
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Olivia Karem, Mariam Abi—Hanna,,é\_nd Sam Hé@ﬂund.--




abah Abi-Hanna.
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Nikki with Sabah Abi-Hanna’s sister-in-law (Helgn?). anft remenfe&athe gentleman’s name to the'left.
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The two Olivias.
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Hoda Nasr (Sabah Abi-Hanna's sister) and ¥ : daughter L
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- ,
/here our great-grandparents, Ab@EIleIETI=1}

raised 8 children, 4 of whom moved to the US (Nick, Dave, Bill,"and Latf - 4 of whom stayed in Lebanon (Ei [EERNEIEEAGEPEL I El B




An example of the vault-style home that our great-grandparents lived in.
Nazha and Fouad have remodeled and modernized their home around the core structure.
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mjge vaulfsahd@nButdoor stairway that led to.another.room.

| ¥
This home is similar to our great-grandparents’ home: there were twc
As | understand it, the upper room of our great-grandparents’ home was right on top of the roof of the other structure but there was not another
doorway and structure to the upper side as shown in this home.
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The inside of a traditional vault home. The doorway to the left leads to the adjoining vault.
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The front entryway room of Nazha and Fouad’s home. The staircase to the right is the original staircase
(or remains in the same location) that was on the exterior of the original vault home, leading to the extra room on the roof.




This doorway through the side of the vault in their home shows the thickness of the stone walls.
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Marie took me shoppiag.qane day
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It was a quaint and interesting'shopping district.
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t a rugffrom a small Iranian man who worked SO hard jumping

We went to several carpet stores. Marie negotiated for meand ¢ q
all around the shop, pulling down rugs, digging out rugs — H@M a sale. We walked away and came back later and bought a rug.













T LW G kST T
s rlbeles 2|
i ok l’h:..l:;!,.éﬂ::a'j. dyles!

B oL Claley iy 2l 2 L Z—i

e i »,

e
i

QS o8 Jaa

K

’ -~ . sl
iy \m - a—
.

W g z"‘-; , .l \.(’

0 &
BODY WORK
* MASSAGE
03/269746

\We'saw several of these signs at restaurants that serve this coffee named after our family
that there is any connectiomMi€ausin George told me Café Abi Nasr is sort of like Starbucks.
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Mona took us to Our Lady of Lebanon, also known as Notre Dame du Liban (the shrine of Harissa), a marian shrine and a pilgrimage site, honoring
the patron saint of the country of Lebanon. “Dear to the heart of every Lebanese, Christian or Muslim, as all address Mary as their mother.”
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Mona and Sabah’s home in Adma, near the hotel.
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Swimming and lunch EIgal Sa‘sh;@ « Mona’s. From left, JEGcHIMREIMOIIE) Sabah, Salem, Wayne, Hanna, and Mona.
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Photos at Auntie Shams’s home.
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When | saw the rubber tree and the family gathering place at Auntie Shams’s home | was overcome with emotion. It is such a happy place,
and there were brothers and sisters and cousins, old people and children. You can just feel family in this place. Auntie Shams’s home was

18/08/2009

desig%‘by'hs’abah 40 y. When she moved in Uncle Najeeb planted a small rubber tree sprig. She nurtured it her whole life and this
is what it has beeome. The picture doesn’t do justice to its beautiful canopy that provided shade and cover for Auntie Shams and her visitors.
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Nikki and Sa S sister-in-law (Jq§gi;s:wife?)
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5 l e Siblings Hoda N@8, Nick Abi-Ha ‘, and Joseph A
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Mona and Sabah have an art gallery in the ancient seaport town of Batroun. They had a show for Hanna and his
friend Beyro — Hanna (left) painted Beyro (right) and Beyro painted Hanna, in various moods and poses. We loved it.
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Teenagers gone wild in the ga—ll'e}yi ~Tfhé'§/‘\'fia‘ﬁl]‘ ’aif right is an exhibit of art by school children — some really interesting perspectives.

%







...and another Mona Abi-Hanna painting.



...and another. This one looks like Hoda’s house. | didn’t put it together until later so never got to ask...




Olivia, Mona, Nikki, and Sabah walking through Byblos.ﬁThis was-a fun evening — we got there around 10 or 10:31 a§!sgvgszzne200tge9ruins lit at
night, then went through some of the shops. There were cafes, music, and dancing, lots of activity. We. ate at midnight-not something you can do
many places I've been. What a great way to celebrate a historic place. Can you imagine something like this in colonial Williamsburg?
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Vel [eruins.«Byblos celebraté'd'sévefn thousand ye'ars of settlement just.before we we







-

-




i fef
T,

‘ ;M_'
TR BN

Part of thelnarket atyByblids '
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Byblos is such an exciting way to preserve history. Much more exciting than, say Colonial Williamsburg!




As we were drlvmg“/tgsked Sabah what this is: it’s a generator truck. Geqrge had told us earlier that since the civil ] (1975-1990)
they only have power a certain number of hours every day. We learned that there are businesses that deliver mobile pawer, and powe
reserve systems to places like the hotel where we stayed. ‘
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Wayne and Olivia — so color coordinate /
= 1
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The parliament building in downtown Beirut. When we were therg, there was no parliaméht —the prime minister was being pressured by
all sides — the Hezbollah (?) wanting more Muslim representation’in Parliament. Sabah-old us the population used to be 60% Christian,
40% Muslim, and now it’s the opposite. The political representation is all religion-based: The President must be a Maronite Christian,

the Prime Minister must be a Sunni, and the seats in the Parliament are allocated by religion, too.
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Jihad Nasr (son of George) and his new wife, Sandra, were married in the beautifu’l"Greek Orthodox Cathedral

in downtown Beirut. Note the beautiful floral sprays of white roses and orchids at the end of each and every pew.
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Lili took me aside after the wedding and showed me outside the cathedral where Roman ruins had been discovered during some of the post-
war rebuilding. You can’t see them very well from this photo, but | loved the beautiful blue-roofed Muslim mosque just next to the cathedral.




In 2007(?) the Israelis attached and blew up 140 bridges and all access in and out of the country except the road to Damascus. The cathedral
was damaged and all the frescos were shot. They replaced all but two, and said they wanted to keep them the way they are to remember.
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Near the cathedral are ruins of Roman baths. These wer(;also discovered during: pﬂs‘% war re
and were used (somehow) to heat the water. Sabah sald’_f?(here are so many Iayers of C|VII|za
build anything without uncovering ruins. , e :







The reception — ?xcellent food and wine... »




George e BNINT




Jihad the groom and 14
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Arabic influence







The cake and confetti!







Sam’s eyes match the lighting!
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_ We were told that Lebanon doesn’t import any produce — and th’ere\w,eT:g‘fé’eg‘nhouse&e\lériwhe'r,e. The food was so fresh everywhere we went -
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We spent a day Ioolg,ng S\Wwhere our deceased grandparents lived'— we knew the towns and George and our cousin Fahim

were interested in helpmg us out. First we went to the little store in Ouijah el Harjar, looking for anyone who knows about Wayne’s
grandfather NgkﬂKarem (se ed Kg,am there). George had a 20 minute discussion in Arabic with these people, and they sent us off
to a family up the oad v f |ght KRow something...




Sand served us tea... There was another
By ) the ‘J her house to see what we cauld find out.




Just as we were leaving this woman came home and ran up to the van, telling us to come back later after her husband
ts home, as he will certainly have more information for us. She invited us to come back for lunch in an hour...

Description above..
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This woman greeted us with big hugs and kisses before she even knew: Wi E WAV IERE = =R Te B ES T [ge Tt -ht out hefslaleldolellolVsy
to see if anyone in there might happen to be Nick Karam. She though @i A S == B 5 TEle ft Way AERe N
his business card so she could get in touch if she learned anything. Syi= -+ [of ’You,cg_n look me TJE) on Face Jofok.




She showed us her grandfather’s house — the vault home in the earlier photos that is still intact.
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Old farm equipment at the lady’s house.




Hoda’s home in Hamat. Her original home on this site was burned down in a skirmish. Sabah Abi-Hanna designed this home for her.




The bougainvillea at Hoda’s were so beautiful!
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! : 'iv sf‘and has vats of home:pressed dfive oil in,her home. Yummy.




iuﬂtv%ghr her daughters have created.

: : iy 4
L CRISR IR R BVl family meal we were abo ave.. Hoda’s__"‘ ome is decorated throu

4 o £




-







alfea

[e]y]
c
=%
o
o
(6}
[
o
o
©
+—
=)
o
()
de
T




..n.d
©
o
(%]
Q
—_
()
2
4+
©
=
re)
(%]
c
()
(W)
—
bo
o}
IE

004G




©
©
()
—
0
°
“Q
a4
8]

g e!
- %
o
[%2]
S
RS
=
<
=

¢ ¥
‘Fatoush — salata




Abandoned check point. There were several checkpoints we had to pass through. | was glad to be with relatives
who live there. They said the checkpoints are okay now, but during the Syrian occupation they were more disconcerting.
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French, English, and Arabic signs.
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Wayne and cousin George went to AUB to get Wayne connected.







A bridge near Jounie Bay. One of the 149 that the Israelis blew up. George said they did not intend to do great damage because
they blew up only the spans, not the supports. The haziness is from forest fires. (We were there in August and it was quite dry.)




The view from the monastery where George went as a child.
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Part of the Monastery of Saint George at Deir-esh-Sh (’mnasteryothe cIiff;)—it overlooks the sea.

George said he went to school there in his youth.







Another view of the monastery




While Nikki was gabbing at Hoda’s family dinner, Sabah Nasr, George’s brother, took Wayne to see the Sayde Qﬁ) Q
El'Nourieh — Hamat (Lady of the Light) Orthodox Conveﬁ.aThe story of the convent goes as follows: aroufd the year'50 two sailors found

themselves in peril at sea. So they prayed to the Virgin Maty for salvation. She appeared to them as light and guided them safely to shore. To
honor her, they carved a cave where they saw the light emanating from. An Orthodox monastery Was built in the 17th century.
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Bechmizzine - Home of Nabti

= Fmaiiand
,_ WELCOME 1'0 _i:- BISHMEZZINE _-'

WS oY i bue .p"\'aﬂl@h‘d‘aﬂﬁ

@ﬂ |

Then we went to the town of our grandmother, Nazha Nabti-Ng‘iser, to findgihe home where she was bor an
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