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Sam Hedlund (Nikki’s son), Wayne Karem, Olivia Karem, George Nasr, Nikki Naiser




Driving from the airport
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Jounie Bay

Our hotel overlooks this beautiful bay on the Mediterranean Sea.




Lovely hotel, niee people. They thought Wayne and | were married first cousins!
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The seawater pool overlooking the bay. Sam and | swam every night after coming home—around 1 or 2 am sometimes!




Hotel lobby with teenagers ©.
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Wayne ﬁ‘iqqlels the 'ol-i(-'_'Téize-fits-aII bathrobe.




Neighborhood near the hotel.
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We saw lots of new construction in progress.
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Sign confusion.
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The neighborhoods near the hotel were organized into zones and streets had numbers, e.g., “Rue 2.




Residence near the hotel.
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Jasmine — HEAVENLY fragrance!







Private garden near the-hotel.
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There were two levels you could tour; we tpok a,ﬁénﬁ'&pjb the'gpper grg_t{g,f.,; o . oL
The lower grotto has a'large lake; you take a boat tour across thefuhdergfoind lake - it wasBeautiful. ~ %
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The garden at Jeita Grotto.










George and Marie selecting fish for lunch at a seaside restauran
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Each village is/was a settlement of 2 or 3 families. In Hamat, the Nasrs and Abl Hannas have a number of homes all together, on the same

street, right down the road from the church. Many work or w¢rked in othg{ cou S - Kuwait, Q,_a ar, Switzerland, Australia — but this is
the home base and many of the older generation eome back here to stay, and manyfof all generations come b‘Ick for weeks in summer

and holidays. For the summer wedding there were;a |6t " mﬂ-lamg X §uch a happy, family. place

LliLrlli




.‘T .|1 ‘t1 E‘?_

e o .

T b B BENR
:'F iR N & Nk e B i *{1 . !.y':-..:, " 1™
T:*‘?HTW‘ W!' ) VR & . 'T:"q-"ﬁ-'n..l -
'-"1‘ ! ?r‘ wu""rm'\‘ %1‘71““1"“1“\4*“4!~1u1¥‘ \ 1{
,H‘H w5 \hﬂ"‘f{‘fnq REY TR WY YD oy e

L *““i‘“#‘%f‘ QRN RN Ty Sy
E“‘J % t,,, N ) T RN g *w-wml- ._.1| -
rf ‘f'w h]l 1 .I LV & *T 1 'r. _q {1! 1“’ ¥ '*h T \i B B H

'--11' , | 1% & X
AN 51 \,T"F - N ”?f-‘.‘*“‘*ﬁ

”t“\? 3 ) | r"‘l G

N ™ T
‘63

H 1 I
? p‘-F R {‘H:r“ N
;::v*{w e M“i‘ “‘! 1 "‘i
f 1 .-} .'--‘. NS A m '\:II‘ ,ﬂ“ ¥ , -
X :L"--' ‘T‘ :H T{i H;H ‘&’"‘ : “:'

H ‘11.---"‘ ﬂ -
PRV Ty TN

= ‘T‘*ﬂ..i "ﬂr"lx; l‘r.“f-‘!_i Ht'l‘:,

1]

)

.I
- ‘H n. ', I '
\,:-, 1"'!1 'ﬂq "ﬁ

‘\-‘i | B |. “]. A N ‘"1‘ "
- ‘ﬁk '!‘ ¥ ; i 41 . ¥
- - &S]

; "r:'. P of so many Nask and A‘bi-ﬁé&hgﬁémllwgdd'mgs‘;b p.t1.§ S,'and funerals.




20/08/2009







ARET
Fuan

- 13










Khaled Nasr (son of George), Olivia Karém, Michele Abi-Hanna, Fuad Nasr (son of Najeeb), Sam Hedlund (son of Nikki Naiser), George Nasr,
Nick Abi-Hanna, Marie Nasr (wife of George), Mona Abi-Hanna (wife of Sabah Abi-Hanna), Mariam Abi-Hanna (daughter of Mona and Sabah),
and Sabah Abi-Hanna.
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< Auntie _éhamg'Ab!-Hgﬁng_h}éu‘solél.-l_m. Aunti-e_:S_h;\;':rjs:die‘d fz;t_._a_ge;ioz,jus_'g 40 days before we arrivet
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Mausoleum of Uncle Najeeb Nasr (left) and great-grandparents Abe and Sadieh Nasr (right).
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Sam and Olivia at thesbigitree outside the ci1urch in Hamat.
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Mariam Abi-Hanna looking down at the valley from the Hamat churchyard.
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The road in Hamat showing Nasr and Abi-Hannah homes.
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George and Marie Nasr’s home in Hamat.




The back yard at George and Marie’s:heuse in Hamat.




We arrived and were surprised to find SO MANY welcoming relatives. We spent hours talking under the shade trees.
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Mona Abi-Hanna, Hoda’s son-in-law Fawzi and (?).




Sabah Abi-Hanna’s sister-in-law (Helen?) and Nikki.




.

Olivia (George Nasr’s sister), Olivia (Wayne Karem’s daughter), and Victoria (George Nasr’s sister).




Back row: Marie Nasr, Liti (Hoda Nasr's daugﬁ\;er), Saba Abi-Hanna’s sister-"@—law,"Mona Abi-Hanna

Front Row: ? (George Nasr's sister), Saidee (Michel Abi-Hanna’s wife?), Victoria G eorge Nasr’s sister)




Victoria (George Nasr’s sister), Nikki, and George Nasr. Nikki is wearing the necklace with her first name in Arabic (gift from George).
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Olivia Karem, Mariam Abi-Hanna,,z;nd SEL IHé_dIund.




abah Abi-Hanna.
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Nikki with Sabah Abi-Hanna’s sister-in-law (Helen?). Can’t remenfaa, the gentleman’s name to the'left:
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The two Olivias.
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Hoda Nasr (Sabah Abi-Hanna’s sister) and
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Front entrance of Nazha and Fouad’s home. Th?s*f@_t e Wh‘ere our great-grandparents, Ab@E s ISETITE1ak

raised 8 children, 4 of whom moved to the US (Nick, Dave, Bill, el i 4 of whom stayed in Lebanon (Ei [EFNEIEEMEEFE ST B




An example of the vault-style home that our great-grandparents lived in.
Nazha and Fouad have remodeled and modernized their home around the core structure.
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This home is similar to our great-grandparents’ home: there were tWoéinglue.fmbWe vaults ahd@nioutdoor stairway that.led to another.room.
As | understand it, the upper room of our great-grandparents’ home was right on top of the roof of the other structure but there was not another
doorway and structure to the upper side as shown in this home.




The inside of a traditional vault home. The doorway to the left leads to the adjoining vault.




Lighting anchors.







- |
s

d W

The front entryway room of Nazha and Fouad’s home. The staircase to the right is the original staircase
(or remains in the same location) that was on the exterior of the original vault home, leading to the extra room on the roof.
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This doorway through the side of the vault in their home shows the thickness of the stone walls.
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This is the original well at Nazha and Fouad’s, nov 9?5?3,5&
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Marie took me shoppi
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It was a quaint and interesting shopping district.
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We went to several carpet stores. Marie negotiated for me and 3 |1t a rugffrom a small Iranian man who worked SO hard jumping
all around the shop, pulling down rugs, digging out rugs — HQM a sale. We walked away and came back later and bought a rug.
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\We'saw several of these signs at restaurants that serve this coffee named after our family
that there is any connection -3- sin George told me Café Abi Nasr is sort of like Starbucks.




Political campaign signs.




Mona took us to Our Lady of Lebanon, also known as Notre Dame du Liban (the shrine of Harissa), a marian shrine and a pilgrimage site, honoring
the patron saint of the country of Lebanon. “Dear to the heart of every Lebanese, Christian or Muslim, as all address Mary as their mother.”
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Mona and Sabah’s home in Adma; near the hotel.




Mona and Sabah’s home.




Swimming and lunch $ElgaEls Sa‘hl-‘gn Mona’s. From left, JEGCHIRREIMOIIE) Sabah, Salem, Wayne, Hanna, and Mona.
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Mona took us to
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Photos at Auntie Shams’s home.
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When | saw the rubber tree and the family gathering place at Auntie Shams’s home | was overcome with emotion. It is such a happy place,
and there were brothers and sisters and cousins, old people and children. You can just feel family in this place. Auntie Shams’s home was

18/08/2009

desig‘rﬁﬁ'by Sabah 40 ye ago. When she moved in Uncle Najeeb planted a small rubber tree sprig. She nurtured it her whole life and this
is what it has‘Eé_come. The pieture doesn’t do justice to its beautiful canopy that provided shade and cover for Auntie Shams and her visitors.
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Nikki and Sabah Abi-Hanna’s sister-in-law (Josef’swife?) |~
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. ?
" ‘_ Siblings Hoda N@8«, Nick Abi-Ha ‘, and Joseph A nna.
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Mona and Sabah have an art gallery in the ancient seaport town of Batroun. They had a show for Hanna and his
friend Beyro — Hanna (left) painted Beyro (right) and Beyro painted Hanna, in various moods and poses. We loved it.
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Teenagers gone wild in the gallé?yl.'-"Fhé-w;I_l at right is an exhibit of art by school children — some really interesting perspectives.
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...and another Mona Abi-Hanna painting.



...and another. This one looks like Hoda’s house. | didn’t put it together until later so never got to ask...




Olivia, Mona, Nikki, and Sabah walking through Byblos.hThis was-a fun evening — we got there around 10 or 10:3! z§ sanBaneZoOthgruins lit at
night, then went through some of the shops. There were cafes, music, and dancing, lots of activity. We ate at midnight-not something you can do
many places I've been. What a great way to celebrate a historic place. Can you imagine something like this in colonial Williamsburg?
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Byblos kR o] le} celebrat('e'd'seven thousand years of settlement just.before we we
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Byblos is such an exciting way to preserve history. Much more exciting than, say Colonial Williamsburg!




they only have pov'iler‘a certain number of hours every day. We learned that there are businesses that deliver mobile pdwer, and power i
reserve systems to places like the hotel where we stayed.




Wayne and Hoda




Wayne and Olivia — so color coordinate i
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The parliament building in downtown Beirut. When we were there, there was no parliame‘nt —the prime minister was being pressured by
all sides — the Hezbollah (?) wanting more Muslim representation in Parliament. Sabah<+old us the population used to be 60% Christian,
40% Muslim, and now it’s the opposite. The political representation is all religion-based: The President must be a Maronite Christian,

the Prime Minister must be a Sunni, and the seats in the Parliament are allocated by religion, too.
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F
Jihad Nasr (son of George) and his new wife, Sandra, were married in the beautiful Greek Orthodox Cathedral
in downtown Beirut. Note the beautiful floral sprays of white roses and orchids at the end of each and every pew.
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Khaled Nasr and the bride’s:




Lili took me aside after the wedding and showed me outside the cathedral where Roman ruins had been discovered during some of the post-
war rebuilding. You can’t see them very well from this photo, but | loved the beautiful blue-roofed Muslim mosque just next to the cathedral.




In 2007(?) the Israelis attached and blew up 140 bridges and all access in and out of the country except the road to Damascus. The cathedral
was damaged and all the frescos were shot. They replaced all but two, and said they wanted to keep them the way they are to remember.




Sabah and Mo a '_‘ 3
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Near the cathedral are ruins of Roman baths. These were also discovered during post-war |
and were used (somehow) to heat the water. Sabah said *tthere are so many layers of civilizati
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build anything without uncovering ruins. L
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| Jihad the groom and JI&4
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Nayne, George, and Sah." s




Arabic influence
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The cake and confetti! f







Sam’s eyes match the lighting!
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mport any produce — and there were greenhouses everywhere. The food was so fresh everywhere we went
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_We were told that Lebanon doesn’t




This town was named for the kind of limestone rock that is there.
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We spent a day I’ookg_ng SWhere our deceased grandparents lived — we knew the towns and George and our cousin Fahim
were interested | m heIp'Ing us out. First we went to the little store in Ouijah el Harjar, looking for anyone who knows about Wayne’s
grandfather Ng;k!(arem { e ed Karam there). George had a 20 minute discussion in Arabic with these people, and they sent us off

to a family up the road ﬂ |ght Know 'something...




sand served us tea... There was another

P : }
oon as the dwe were looking for age
inu '__{ } a little visiting - ) the F her house to see what we cquld find out.




Just as we were|leaving this woman came home and ran up to the van, telling us to come back later after her husband
ts home, as he will certainly have more information for us. She invited us to come back for lunch in an hour...
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r Description above..4




= photo album
ft Wayn2EVERER
his business card so she could get in touch if she learned anything. Si= -+ 658 618 can look me up on Fate Jefok.




She showed us her grandfather’s house — the vault home in the earlier photos that is still intact.
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Old farm equipment at the lady’s house.




il

i
i

e

Hoda’s home in Hamat. Her original home on this site was burned down in a skirmish. Sabah Abi-Hanna designed this home for her.



The bougainvillea at Hoda’s were so beautiful!




dﬁﬂqus and has vats of home—bres;ed ofive oil in,her home. Yummy.
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11l CRSSR IR LT f: family meal we were abo ave. Hoda s_fﬁome is decorated throu t with ardis daughters have created.
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The inscription above is an artistic rendering o hildren’s names. =
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Abandoned check point. There were several checkpoints we had to pass through. | was glad to be with relatives
who live there. They said the checkpoints are okay now, but during the Syrian occupation they were more disconcerting.
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French, English, and Arabic signs.







Wayne and cousin George went to AUB to get Wayne connected.







A bridge near Jounie Bay. One of the 149 that the Israelis blew up. George said they did not intend to do great damage because
they blew up only the spans, not the supports. The haziness is from forest fires. (We were there in August and it was quite dry.)




The view from the monastery where George went as a child.
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Part of the Monastery of Saint George at Deir-esh-Shir (‘monastery of the cliff’)—it overlooks the sea.

George said he went to school there in his youth.







Another view of the monastery
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While Nikki was gabbing at Hoda’s family dinner, Sabah Nasr, George’s brother, took Wayne to sepe the Saydet-ZO/Qﬁ)/zoog
10) ilors found

El Nourieh — Hamat (Lady of the Light) Orthodox Convea:.aThe story of the convent goes as follows: arousid the year , two Sa
themselves in peril at sea. So they prayed to the Virgin Mary for salvation. She appeared to them as light and guided them safely to shore. To
honor her, they carved a cave where they saw the light emanating from. An Orthodox monastery Was built in the 17th century.
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Bechmizzine - Home of Nabti
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Then we went to the town of our grandmother, Nazha Nabti Na_1iser, to findthe home where she was bofffely
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